Today’s Worship Schedule: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. «C ondescension”

Text: Philippians 2:1-11

Pastor Michael Alcorn December 13, 2009

A Note From Pastor Jody

Fl'l")l'l‘l 4
P;Lg" o Our reading this past week took us through
Ieal Acts 21, when the Apostle Paul was on his way to

Jerusalem following his third missionary journey.
Nobody had a good feeling about him going to Jerusa-
lem. Everyone around him viewed it as a trip into the
very center of the hornet’s nest...which it was.

In verse ten of chapter twenty-one, the concern gets ratcheted up
even further. A prophet named Agabus travels from Jerusalem down to
where Paul is staying, and proceeds to take Paul’s belt from him, ties his own
hands and feet, and tells him that “the owner of this belt will be bound hand
and foot and delivered over to the gentiles.” This, of course, causes every-
one around him to basically freak out. They begged and pleaded with him not
to go. But Paul wouldn’t hear it. He knew God was directing him this way,
and silences their pleading by simply stating “l am ready not only to be
bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Reading further, we see that Paul does, indeed, get arrested in
Jerusalem. After a series of trials, he is put onto a boat (that gets ship-
wrecked) and is taken as a prisoner to Rome. And once in Rome, he is held
as a prisoner for another couple of years.

One would think that these kinds of experiences (imprisonment,
beatings, getting shipwrecked, etc...) would take its toll on a person’s sense
of joy and optimism. But not Paul. As he sat in prison in Rome, he wrote a
little letter to the people living in a city named Philippi. You would think he
was writing from a beach in Hawaii. Over and over again, Paul talks about
rejoicing: “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again, Rejoice!”

It's clear from the letter we now call Philippians that Paul had his
focus completely on Jesus. If Jesus emptied and humbled Himself, then Paul
saw this as the attitude we should have as well. And even in the midst of
trials and tremendous challenge, there is great joy and peace. Read Philippi-
ans yourself...you'll see what I'm talking about.
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